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1 Introduction

Agriculture started in multiple locations in the world some 10,000 years ago. These locations (where crop domes-
tications took place) are distributed in some 10 areas generally between 30-degree northern latitude and southern
latitude. They tend to occur in areas with higher levels of biodiversity. Although wild ancestors tend to be much more
widely distributed than domesticated crops (Smartt and Simmonds, 1995), many crops originate from distinct geo-
graphic regions, which have been called Vavilov centers (Vavilov, 1926, 1951; Meyer et al., 2012). So, crop domesti-
cation has been considered as one of the key developments that enabled the rise of major civilizations (Gepts, 2014).

Data on the timing of the domestication of fruit crops are different, as new discoveries arise. Generally, the origins of
fruit culture occurred in the Fertile Crescent in the late Neolithic and Bronze Age, about 8000 years ago, a period known
as the second Neolithic Revolution that involved the change from villages to urban communities (Janick, 2011).
For example, in the archeological excavations of lake dwelling in Bosnia (former SFR Yugoslavia) from the late Bronze
Age, stones of black thorn (sloe) and sweet cherry were found (Misi¢, 2006).
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